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Lectionary:  http://www.pcusa.org/media/uploads/devotions/pdfs/daily012011.pdf

Book club

The Book Club will be meeting on January 10th at 7:30 p.m. at the Crane Library, downtown Quincy, to discuss Walking the Bible: A Journey by Land Through the Five Books of Moses by Bruce Feiler.  It is the story of his 10,000-mile trek from Mount Ararat to Mount Nebo, undertaken for reasons he did not understand at the outset and accompanied by a companion who was very nearly a stranger.   Feiler, a fifth-generation American Jew from the South, had felt no particular attachment to the Holy Land. Yet during his journey, his previously abstract faith grew more grounded, and he learned many profound lessons about the relationship between place and the spirit.  We encourage you to join us for a discussion of this compelling book.

Christmas fund for 

the veterans of the cross
Our church will once again participate in this special offering on January 9, 2011.  This is one of the four special mission offerings received by the United Church of Christ each year.  The purpose of this fund is to support a ministry of compassion and care to those who served the church.  Lower income retired ministers and church lay people are impacted greatly by this current economic  climate.  This fund helps provide assistance to those who have served so selflessly in the name of the Lord.  Funds are distributed to assist with insurance or heat or other critical needs of these retired individuals.  Please come prepared to contribute to this fund on January 8.  If you would like to mail a check to the church, please make it out to the church and write “Veterans of the Cross” in the memo line.  

Thank you, The Mission Committee.

The Mission Committee
COATS FOR KIDS
In January, we will once again collect new and gently used warm clothing for children.  Donations will go to Cradles to Crayons.  When you purchase new clothes for your growing children, please think of donating the outgrown items for the local kids who can use them.  There is a special need this year for boots and shoes.  All clothing items, toys and books in good condition are welcome.  Any questions, please contact Carol Hallett.  Thanks you in advance for your thoughtfulness and kindness.

ISS DONATIONS
January ISS food drive we request comfort foods that make you warm inside and evoke fond memories like mac and cheese,.beef stew, chicken noodle soup, pudding, cocoa etc.  As always any non perishable foods are welcome.
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2nd Annual 
CHILI LOVERS COOK-OFF

Who will earn the title of “Quincy’s Champion Chili”?
Saturday, January 29, 2011
2 – 5 p.m.
Hough’s Neck Congregational Church
310 Manet Ave., Quincy
[image: image6.emf]
Prizes for the Best Individual/Restaurant Chili Entries

Cash bar

Tickets: $5 per person

There is no fee to enter chili!

To enter or for more information, contact Jennifer Logue at

617-429-3080 or email jennifer.logue@comcast.net by January 15th.

Sponsored by Hough’s Neck Congregational Church
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Saturday, February 12, 2011

A Valentine Princess Tea
Two sessions – choose either 10:00 a.m. – noon 

or 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
There will be Crafts, Music, Activities, and Goodies  
and perhaps even a visit by a special princess.

$10 per child and $5 per adult

This is always a sell-out -Reservations are required
and can be made by e-mail to hncc@comcast.net
or by calling Sue at 617-479-2311.  

Be sure to indicate how many adults and how many princesses will be attending and which session you prefer.  If you leave a message on Sue’s answering machine, please include your phone number.

This event is intended for princesses from toddler/pre-school through elementary age.  All princesses must be accompanied by an adult.

Princess dress and accessories are optional





MOTHERS Club Poinsettia Project

               Christmas 2010 

OTHERS Club would like to thank all who participated in our poinsettia project this year and made our sanctuary especially beautiful for the Christmas season.
In Honor of:

Betty Scrimshaw by Doris Menz

Grandchildren – Ian, Sean and Laura by Cliff and Carol Hallett

Carol Lee Griffin by Alice Trubiano and Joan Kirby

Alicia Corea by Martha Chase

Walter Bishop, Arden Schofield and Alicia Corea by Karen Bishop

Mary Conley by the Wainwright Family

Grammy and Pa, Lois Zulauf and Miriam Coombs by Alex and Luke

Alex, Luke, Emma and Hannah by Grammy and Pa

In Memory of:

Lillian Hawkins James by Doris Menz

Parents – Cliff, Ida, Carroll and Grace by Cliff and Carol Hallett

Ralph, Brian and Randy by Miriam Coombs

Bo Craig by Bobby and Pam Craig

Robert Pearson and Frank and Minnie Keith by Shirley Pearson

Lois Bassett and Edith Bassett by James Bassett

Robert Trubiano and Nell and William Kirby by Alice Trubiano and Joan Kirby

Fred Jacobs and Larry Oberacker by Nancy and Ralph Jacobs

Family and Friends by Martha Chase

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Blowers and Ruth Davis by Mary Giggey

Joyce Bishop, Mamie Stevenson, Wally Johnson, Edwina Robinson, Dave Murphy, Peter Corea, Doris  


Stackpole and Roothie Gordon by Karen Bishop

Dick and Ruth Wainwright, Jonathan Wainwright and Michael Sharpe by the Wainwright Family

Jessie Taylor by Gayle and Jim Mackay
John Nickerson by Jill Hockney

Willard Crayton and Mary Thomas by Lorraine Crayton


MOTHERS CLUB NEWS

Members Organized To Help Educate, Reach Out and Socialize
The January 18th meeting of MOTHERS Club will end our Journey of Discovery when you will all receive your results.

Jennifer Logue, a Mary Kay representative, will give us beauty tips and demonstrate her product line.  All who wish to participate can have a mini facial.  Jennifer will do a color makeup makeover on a lucky volunteer.

Refreshments will be served by Lisa Chase, Martha Chase and Linda Daru Rosano.

The business meeting led by Sue Rheault, president is at 7:15pm followed by the program at 7:30.

All interested women are invited to attend.

ATTENDANCE
COUNTING ON YOU!
	Month
	Church Year

2008-2009
	Church Year

2009-2010
	Church Year

2010-2011

	June
	221 - Avg. = 55
	201 – Avg. = 50
	205 – Avg. = 51

	July
	188 – Avg. = 47
	134 – Avg. = 34
	126 – Avg. = 32

	August
	173 – Avg. = 35
	173 – Avg. = 35
	164 – Avg. = 33

	September
	222 – Avg. = 56
	173 – Avg. = 43
	164 – Avg. = 41

	October
	225 – Avg. = 56
	173 - Avg. = 43
	249 – Avg. = 50

	November
	324 – Avg. = 65
	256 – Avg. = 51
	258 – Avg. = 65

	
	
	
	


Our ‘High’ Sunday for October was October 24 when 59 adults and children came to worship.  

Our ‘Low’ Sunday for October was Halloween Sunday (October 31) when 40 adults and children came to worship.  

Our ‘High’ Sunday for November was November 28 (Family Sunday and the 1st Sunday in Advent) when 67 adults and children came to worship.  

Our ‘Low’ Sunday for November was Thanksgiving Sunday (November 21)  when 59 adults and children came to worship.  

See you in our ‘new’ church!

BAPTISM
 

On Family Sunday, November 28, Pastor John performed the Sacrament of Baptism for Cullen John James Murphy.   Cullen, born July 26, 2010, is the son of Matthew and Lori Baldwin Murphy of Hanover.   Cullen’s sisters Addie and Ruby looked on adoringly.   Many family members were in attendance including grandparents James and Betty Baldwin and great grandfather John Richards, Betty’s father.   Cullen was as good as gold during the service while we sang many of the congregation’s favorite Christmas carols.


 



































Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





























As we enter into a new year, I cannot help but think of the passage of time.  Specifically what came to mind is the new clocks we have in church, thanks to our Trustees.  Lois has a great new clock in the choir room, which you should see, if you haven’t.  After having a clock that only occasionally worked in the past, it is great to have something to rely on.


Unlike some pastors, I am a big believer in having clocks in the sanctuary.  After 15 years of leading worship and delivering sermons, I have concluded that at least the person behind the pulpit ought to know what time it is. 


Yet, in many places around the world, congregations don't care what time it is.  In many places in the world, they would not think of having a clock in worship - a service could go on for hours.  People travel long distances to get to church, many of them setting out before the sun is up.  And after such a journey, people want a robust, lengthy sermon.  Anything less than an hour and a half, everybody feels cheated. Suffice it to say, this is not the way it works in many Protestant churches in America.


I am reminded of a story of a preacher who was admiringly regarded for always finishing his services right at noon.  Then one Sunday, the impossible happened.  He preached until 12:30.  On the way out, one of his elders angrily inquired, "What happened to you?"


The preacher answered, "For years I have always put a candy mint in my mouth as the service started, and I would tuck it away.  It was always gone at exactly noon.  That way, I never had to look at the clock or worry about what time it was.  But this Sunday it didn't go away, and I finally realized I had put a button in my mouth."


Preachers are not the only ones who have to keep track of time.  We all do.  There are deadlines to meet, buses to catch, papers to be turned in.  Calendars and clocks have become our masters in modern society. 


In his book Time Wars, Jeremy Rifkin writes that the idea of our lives and the events in them being controlled by blocks of allocated time is, in terms of centuries at least, a relatively new idea.  Not until the 15th century did clocks begin to rival churches in the town squares of Europe.  Not until the 17th century did those clocks have minute hands. 


Surely much has been gained in terms of production and organization, but when life became divided and subdivided into seconds, minutes, and hours, many things were lost.  We experience those losses everyday.   We have certainly lost our patience with others and ourselves.  With each “advance” in technology, we expect things faster, not only from our computers, but from one another.  The speed our modern lifestyle has created unimaginable stress in our lives.  We live at an increasing distance from the ancient but timeless understanding that each day, each moment, is an unearned gift from a gracious God, rather than a commodity to be traded or spent for something else.  As a new year begins, I think it is time to rethink time.


The ancient Greeks were famous for their two understandings of time: kronos time and kairos time.  Kronos time is ordinary time that is measured, second by second.  Kronos time is our taskmaster, full of schedules, appointments, due dates and stress.  


Kairos time, on the other hand, flows gently -- allowing us to be in the moment.  We participate in kairos time, rather than racing to catch up with it.  Kairos time may occur during prayer or meditation, the creative process, rocking a baby, reading a well written book, and other activities that are personally meaningful to us.  One is wholly absorbed in the moment, unhurried and unaware of time passing.  These are the moments that nurture our souls.


As we put up our new calendars, and start filling them in with all our “kronos” activities, I would urge you to also think of spending some good “kairos” time during the New Year.  


I wish you all a Happy New Year, filled with peace, rest and plenty of kairos time.				


								- Pastor John 
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FOR All


pastoral concerns: 


Please contact the Reverend John Castricum at 617-479-8778 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jcastricum@comcast.net" ��jcastricum@comcast.net� 
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�  Happy JANUARY Birthday!! �


Wish a happy birthday with a smile, a call or a card to our JANUARY birthday folks:


January	


1	Carol Hallett				12	Alex Rheault


						15	George Townsend


2	Alice Trubiano				Stephen Wainwright	


 	Ann Doyle				18	Dorothy Marrocco


4	Pamela Praetsch			19 	Helen Miller


Barbara Johnson				


Mikaela Sparks				20	Robert J. Craig


Gary Shaw				28	Richard Trubiano		


6	Christine Keating				Robert Trubiano


8	Holly Bishop Anderson				Chad Hallett	


9	Barbara Houston			31	Jim Hobbs	


10	Miriam Coombs					Christopher Murphy


11	Richard Shaw		





If you know of any names that should be taken off or added to the list please contact Christine Keating at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cmon1695@hotmail.com" ��cmon1695@hotmail.com� or 617-512-7177.  Thanks for helping keep our records up to date.
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Sundays


At 9:30 a.m.





Reverend John Castricum





There is a potluck Coffee Hour each Sunday in the Conference Room after our service.  All are welcome, please join us!  We serve coffee, tea and whatever goodies are donated.  Please volunteer to make and serve coffee and clean up!











FOR THE NEWSLETTER:


Please remit in writing to Christine Keating by the 15th of the month to appear in the following month’s newsletter.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:cmon1695@hotmail.com" ��cmon1695@hotmail.com� or mail to 16 Thomas St. Quincy, MA  02169
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FOR THE bulletin:


Please remit in writing to church office by Thursday for  the following Sunday or � HYPERLINK "mailto:hnccc@comcast.net" ��hncc@comcast.net� or mail to 310 Manet Ave Quincy, MA  02169
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