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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS


Houghs Neck Congregational Church is pleased to offer its members, friends and neighbors the following events to help you get into the “spirit of the season.”  Come to any and all these offerings, and make sure to invite a friend or neighbor!

“Saints of Christmas” Sermon Series at the Regular Sunday Services at 9:30 a.m.

Throughout the Advent and Christmas season, Pastor John will be offering a Sermon Series, entitled, “Saints of Christmas.”  Each Sunday, he will be taking a Saint associated with Christmas and talking about the gifts they bring to Christmas: Saint Cecilia (the Gift of Music), Saint Nicholas (The Gift of Generosity), Saint Lucy (The Gift of Light), Saint Wenceslaus (The Gift of Compassion) and Saint Mary (The Gift of Love).

Living Nativity – Sunday, December 5th at 5:30 outside the Church.

Following the Lighting of the Houghs Neck Christmas tree at the Fire Station, our Church will be offering the community a new tradition: a living nativity.  Using live “actors” as well as live animals, we will be portraying three scenes associated with the Christmas story, ending with refreshments and fellowship for everyone in Alicia Corea Hall.

Family Christmas Service of Carols and Readings– Thursday, December 9th at 7:00 p.m. in the “Coffee Room”

The Diaconate invites members of all ages to come and enjoy some of your favorite Christmas Carols combined with inspiring stories and poems of the Christmas season in front of the fireplace in the “coffee room,” followed by a time of refreshment and fellowship.

Bell Sunday - December 12th at 9:30 a.m.

Continuing the tradition started five years ago, we encourage everyone in the congregation to bring a bell – any bell – to our regular morning service of worship.  During the refrains in the carols and on other occasions, we will lift up our joy to the Lord with a huge choir of bells ringing!

Houghs Neck Community Council Christmas Party – Sunday, December 12th from 12 noon to 2 p.m. in Alicia Corea Fellowship Hall

Our church is offering its fellowship hall for a Christmas Party for all Houghs Neck residents, sponsored by the Community Council, including a visit by Santa Claus and gifts for children through 5th grade.

Christmas Caroling – December 16th at 7:00

We invite anyone and everyone, young and old, to join us at the church at 7:00 to go caroling around the neighborhood, followed by at time of fellowship, featuring hot cider and doughnuts.  What a great opportunity to lift the spirits of our friends and neighbors!

Christmas Pageant, Choir Program and Supper – Saturday, December 18th beginning at 4:30 p.m.

The Sunday School will sponsor its annual Christmas Pageant.  Before the pageant, the Choir will present several favorite Advent and Christmas anthems in the sanctuary.

Following the pageant, everyone is invited to a delicious holiday supper.


Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service – December 24th at 5:00 p.m.

Please join us for a service for all ages, featuring lessons and carols, a Christmas story, and candle lighting.


Christmas Concert/Sunday School Pageant December 18

Mark your calendars! The Sunday School’s annual Christmas Pageant will be held Saturday, December 18th!  All are welcome to attend this free performance.

The program will begin at 4:30 p.m. upstairs in the church sanctuary, where the choir will perform a brief program of Christmas anthems and seasonal music. The program will then move downstairs to Fellowship Hall, where the Sunday School students will present “One Night in Bethlehem.” A church supper will follow the play.

We invite everyone to bring your family, neighbors and friends to join in the true spirit of this season by joining us for this Christmas tradition. If you haven’t been to church in while, this is a perfect opportunity to renew old acquaintances and share in the joy of Christmas while showing your support for the hard work and dedication of our Sunday School students.

For more information or a ride to church that evening, please call Jennifer Logue at (617) 328-1384.
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Poinsettia Project

The Mothers Club will once again sponsor a poinsettia project to decorate the sanctuary for the Christmas season.  If you would like to have Poinsettias in church for the Christmas season in honor or in memory of family and friends, please complete the form below and send it to the church or drop it in the offering plate with your check.  All orders should be received by December 12.  Poinsettias will be placed in church the following week.  Please make checks payable to HNCC Mothers Club.  Medium sized plants will be $10 and large plants will be $20.

I would like to participate in the Poinsettias Project.  I would like the following:

  _______ (qty) medium plants @ $10                    _______ (qty) large plants @ $20

These are in honor of:

These are in memory of:

My name is:  __________________________________________________

Contact information:  phone:  ________________ e-mail: ________________________

CHURCH POST OFFICE OPENS DEC 5

Do you want to send Christmas greetings to your church friends?  Then the Church Post Office is for you.  Just bring your cards and postcards to church.  They will be “stamped” and delivered to your friends who attend church regularly.  The post office will accept cards on Sundays, Dec 5, 12 and 19.  Please put the cards in alphabetical order to speed up the process.  Your donation will benefit the church mailing expenses.  Any questions please see Carol Hallett.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!!!!!

New members
It was a great joy to welcome 6 new members into our church family during our worship service on November 7th:  Jeff Foster, Sarah Holliday, Mike Berry, Carol LaCivita, Christian Jacobs and Molly Jacobs.  Although she could not be with us on Sunday, Tina Schuboth also joined the church.  We hope, in the coming months, to introduce you to each of these new members.  It is a great joy to have each one of these members and their children join our community.  If you haven’t already, please make sure to introduce yourself to them!

Church Sponsored Community Events and Fund-Raising

We are going to have a busy year.  Please Mark your calendar for the following events sponsored by the Houghs Neck Congregational Church during the 2010-2011 year.   Watch for details each month in the Newsletter and check out the church website (www.hncong.org) for details prior to each event.  Please e-mail the church with questions about any events, hncc@comcast.net.

December 5 - Living Nativity*** following the Community Council’s Tree Lighting

December 18 - Christmas Pageant and Supper 

January 29 - Chili Cook-Off 

February 12 - Princess Tea 

February 13 - Chocolate Lovers Bake Sale (Mothers Club)

March 26 - Indoor Yard Sale (Mothers Club)

April 15 - Family Fun Night 

*Please see the details about the bake sale in the Mission article in the Newsletter.

**If you are interested in ordering “Proud to Be a Necker” T-shirts in advance, contact Sue at 617-479-2311 or barefoot720@yahoo.com.

*** If you would like to help with the living nativity, please contact the church at hncc@comcast.net.  We need lots of folks to help with construction, set up, and to play a role in the scenes that evening.  





 MOTHERS CLUB NEWS

Members Organized To Help Educate, Reach Out and Socialize







The Mission Committee
Mission Committee

The Mission Committee continues to support the Interfaith Social Services Pantry Shelf.  We ask that you continue to bring donation for the pantry shelf each week.  Our theme for December will be holiday meals.  Bring anything that would be good as part of a holiday meal.  This could include stuffing mix, cranberry sauce, bags of potatoes, butternut squash, carrots, canned vegetables, pie filling, etc.  We appreciate your support.
Living Nativity

On December 5, 2010, following the tree lighting at the Fire Station, we will be hosting our first ever Living Nativity.  Visitors will walk along a path bringing them to several narrated scenes of the nativity story.  Please join us following the tree lighting and then enjoy refreshments in Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to make a donation toward the nativity expenses, checks may be made out to the church and write Living Nativity on the memo line.  Hope to see you there.

THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE ACKNOWLEDGES WITH THANKS THE FOLLOWING GIFTS:

 

For the Parmenter and Mabel Brummitt Memorial Scholarship,
    administered by The Scholarship Board For The Houghs Neck Cong. Church
    

    A gift in loving memory of Malcolm J. Brummitt, given by Carol  Johnston;
    A gift in loving memory of Malcolm J. Brummitt, given by Barbara Renkin;
    A gift in loving memory of Malcolm J. Brummitt given by John R.Brummitt and
          Gloria M. Brummitt
For the Rev. M. Alicia Corea Scholarship (Scholarship Board For The Houghs Neck Cong.)
    A gift to the M. Alicia Corea Scholarship, given in honor of Rev. M. Alicia Corea
   by Joel Davidson at the time of Alicia's move to California recently.
 

For the Sunday School of our Church:
 

    A gift for the Sunday School in honor of Gloria M. Brummitt, given by Barbara Renken for the newly-renovated Sunday School Room (north wing)
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The Christmas story recounts the most mysterious, most amazing event in the history of the world, and perhaps of the entire universe.  It’s so hard to get our minds around the fact that, in Jesus Christ, God became a human being.  I came across a story by a great biblical scholar and theologian, J.B. Phillips that gives us a feel for what Christmas is all about.  As you go through your busy preparations, I hope you take time to read this and think about it.


Once upon a time a very young angel was being shown round the splendors and glories of the universe by a senior angel.  To tell the truth, the little angel was beginning to be tired and a little bored.  He had been shown whirling galaxies and blazing suns, infinite distances in the deathly cold of interstellar space, and to his mind there seemed to be an awful lot of it all.  


Finally, he was shown the galaxy of which our planetary system is but a small part.  As the two of them drew near to the star that we call our sun and to its circling planets, the senior angel pointed to a small and rather insignificant sphere turning very slowly on its axis.  It looked as dull as a dirty tennis ball to the little angel, whose mind was filled with the size and glory of what he had seen.  


“I want you to watch that one particularly,” said the senior angel, pointing with his finger.  “Well, it looks very small and rather dirty to me,” said the little angel.  “What’s special about that one?”  “That,” replied his senior solemnly, “is the Visited Planet.”  “Visited?”  said the little one.  “You don’t mean visited by…?”  “Indeed I do.  That ball, which I have no doubt looks to you small and insignificant and not perhaps over-clean, has been visited by our Prince of Glory.”  And at these words he bowed his head reverently.  


“But how?”  queried the younger one.  “Do you mean that our great and glorious Prince, with all these wonders and splendors of His Creation, and millions more that I’m sure I haven’t seen yet, went down in Person to this fifth-rate little ball?  Why should He do a thing like that?”  


“It isn’t for us,” said his senior a little stiffly, “to question His ‘why’s’, except that I must point out to you that He is not impressed by size and numbers, and you seem to be.  But that He really went I know, and all of us in Heaven who know anything know that.  As to why He became one of them – how else do you suppose He could visit them?”  


The little angel face wrinkled in disgust.  “Do you mean to tell me,” he said, “that He stooped so low as to become one of those creeping, crawling creatures of that floating ball?”  


“I do, and I don’t think He would like you to call them ‘creeping crawling creatures’ in that tone of voice.  For, strange as it may seem to us, He loves them.  He went down to visit them to lift them up to become like Him.”  The little angel looked blank.  Such a thought was almost beyond his comprehension.


As we approach Christmas, let us be grateful that the great Prince of Glory, who sat in heavenly glory at the right hand of the Father, had such deep love for us, that he would leave his throne and become a tiny baby, wrapped in a manger on that Christmas Eve over 2,000 years ago.  He would grow up to teach and heal, to preach the Good News and to suffer and die and rise again, all that we might inherit eternal life.  Let us never lose sight of this great mystery, and let us live in constant gratitude for the greatest gift we could ever receive: Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God-with-us.


				


								- Pastor John 
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FOR All


pastoral concerns: 


Please contact the Reverend John Castricum at 617-479-8778 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jcastricum@comcast.net" ��jcastricum@comcast.net� 

















The Mission Committee is asking that you bring donations of baking supplies for the ISS Pantry Shelf during December.  This includes flour, sugar, cake, cookie or bread mixes.  Any baking supplies to make the holidays special would be great.
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�  Happy december Birthday!! �


Wish a happy birthday with a smile, a call or a card to our december birthday folks:


DECEMBER	





1	Beth Little			22	Gail Cobb


 	Joyce Flibotte				


5	Karen Bishop			25	Cynthia Carlson Jansson


7	Rick Praetsch				Lois Zulauf


8	Mark Paul Jr					


10	Harry Olson			27	Kurt Johnson


.						Wayne Batson			


11	Kathleen Little Taylor		31	Carol Lee Griffin


12	Bonnie Sparks Schaefer		Arthur Davis		


Patrick Flibotte			George Oakes


Judy Blowers Crowley


		





If you know of any names that should be taken off or added to the list please contact Christine Keating at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cmon1695@hotmail.com" ��cmon1695@hotmail.com� or 617-512-7177.  Thanks for helping keep our records up to date.
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Christmas Party


�


�MOTHERS CLUB Christmas party meeting will be held Tuesday, December 21st at 7:30pm following a brief business meeting.


We will sing carols from around the world and share special stories of Christmases past.  Secret pals will be revealed and new ones chosen.  Please bring an unnamed wrapped gift that you bought for yourself.  It can be any price range because you will take it home-its yours.  The idea is we will try to "Guess Who" brought the gift and why, based on what we know about each other.


Refreshments will be served by Christine Keating, Dot Buchan and Eileen Chase.


.� �




































































Sundays


At 9:30 a.m.





Reverend John Castricum





There is a potluck Coffee Hour each Sunday in the Conference Room after our service.  All are welcome, please join us!  We serve coffee, tea and whatever goodies are donated.  Please volunteer to make and serve coffee and clean up!











FOR THE NEWSLETTER:


Please remit in writing to Christine Keating by the 15th of the month to appear in the following month’s newsletter.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:cmon1695@hotmail.com" ��cmon1695@hotmail.com� or mail to 16 Thomas St. Quincy, MA  02169
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FOR THE bulletin:


Please remit in writing to church office by Thursday for  the following Sunday or � HYPERLINK "mailto:hnccc@comcast.net" ��hncc@comcast.net� or mail to 310 Manet Ave Quincy, MA  02169








Weekly service of worship
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