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Since we are now past the hype of Tim Tebow and the Broncos, | want to offer a few thoughts about the quarterback.
Like many of you, | have seen the Saturday Night Live and Jimmy Fallon skits, and have laughed, too. But now that the
laughter has died down, | am finding that these skits and other criticisms of Tim Tebow reveal how little our culture really
knows about prayer.

The first suggestion these skits and others make is that Tim Tebow prays too much. Somehow, he is annoying
Jesus with all his praying. He should calm down, not be so enthusiastic about his relationship with Christ. Jesus, of
course, tells us the exact opposite. He tells us of a story of a poor widow who keeps bugging a corrupt judge about
getting justice. The judge gets so sick of her request that he grants her justice just to get her off his back. Jesus then
says, “will God then answer the prayers of those who cry out to him, day and night? | tell you, he will see that they get
justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” Scripture also tells us that
we should “pray without ceasing,” which many devout monks and nuns have striven to do over centuries.

This skit also seems to think that God (Jesus) gets sick of hearing so many prayers. Yet this assumes that God
is like us: someone who easily gets tired of listening to people drone on about their problems. Yet, if this is true,
wouldn’t God just get sick of everyone praying? In the film Bruce Almighty, the main character experiences of the
amount of praying going up do God every second of every day, and he cannot handle it. Yet God is God and not a
human being, and, being God, he can easily handle it. God listens to the prayers of billions of people every day, and
treats each person as if they are the only ones he is listening to. And God does this while sustaining the whole universe,
with billions of stars and planets.

| believe that many people are critical of Tim Tebow praying because he reveals the sparse nature of their life of
prayer. When they see him “Tebowing” — getting down on one knew to pray — they feel the same embarrassment as
when they are around the Thanksgiving table and face that awkward moment. They look at one another, wondering
who is going to offer a prayer at Thanksgiving. It really makes me wonder how many people feel awkward, afraid or
ashamed of praying in public — of expressing their faith openly, exposing themselves as a person of faith and risking the
ridicule of other. Jesus tells people, “Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of
them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.” Tim Tebow challenges all of us
to be courageous and honest about our faith.

The other suggestion people are making is that he is asking God to give him victory in the football game and
then thanking Jesus for giving him that victory. If Tebow has been raised in a strong Christian environment, where
scripture is read and pray is offered regularly, | believe he would have realized, at one point in time, that God is not a
God who takes sides in anything, including football games. Scripture is full of examples of God not taking sides, but
acting out of his own divine wisdom and sovereign will.

I wonder how Tebow'’s critics really know what exactly Tim Tebow is praying for? Perhaps he is praying for God
to give him strength and courage to face the challenge before him. If | am a quarterback on a football team, charged
with leading a team to victory, facing 350 pound linebackers running after me as | drop back to pass, | think | would be
praying, too. | hope we all pray for God to give us strength and wisdom and courage to face whatever we have to face
in life.

| am grateful for Tim Tebow’s faith and how it has opened up a discussion on the nature of prayer and prodded
us to think about how God is involved in our lives. | only hope his critics can somehow listen and learn from his faithful
witness.

- PastorJohn
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DAILY LECTIONARY READING

Wed., Feb. 1
Psalm 35:1-10
Jeremiah 29:1-14
Mark 5:1-20

Thurs., Feb. 2
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
Proveros 12:10-21
Galatians 5:2-13

Fri., Feb. 3
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
Job 36:1-23
1 Corimthians 9:1-16

Sat.. Feh. 4

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
Izziah 46:1-132
Matthew 12:9-14

Sun., Feb. 5

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
Isziah 40:21-31

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c

1 Corimthians 9:16-23

Mark 1:25-39

Maon., Feb. @

Psalm 102:12-28

2 Kings <:8-17, 32-37
Acts 14:1-7

Tues., Feb, 7
Psalm 102:12-28
2 Kings 8:1-6
Acts 15:36-41

Wed., Feb. 8
Psalm 102:12-28
Joo 6:1-13

Mark 3:7-12

Thurs.. Feb. 9
Psalm 20
Lewiticus 13:1-17
Hebrews 12:7-13

Epiphany/ Transfiguration
2 Kings 2:1-12
P=alm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9
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Fri., Feb. 10
Psalm 30
Lewviticus 14:1-20
Aces 19:11-20

Sat., Feb. 11
Psalm 30

Leviticus 14:21-32
Marthew 26:6-13

Sun., Feb. 12

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
2 Kings 5:1-14

P=alm 30

1 Corinthians 9:24-237

Mark 1:40-45

Mon., Feb. 13
P=alm &

2 Chronicles 26:1-21
Aces 3i1-10

Tues., Feh. 14

Psalm 6

2 Kings 7:3-10

1 Corinthians 10:14—11:1

Wed., Feb. 15
Psalm &

Job 30:16-31
John 4:45-54

Thurs., Feb. 16
Pe=alm 41

2 Chronicles 7:12-22
3 lohn 2-8

Fri.. Feb. 17
Psalm £1

Isaiah 38:1-8
Hebrews 12:7-13

Sat., Feb. 18
Psalm <1

Isaiah 39:1-8
Luke 4:38-41

Sun., Feb. 19
Last Sunday after the
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Christ - made possible by Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Suppart and Fellowship Dues.

Mon., Feb. 20
Psalm 23

I=zziah 30:18-26
Atz 14:3-18

Tues., Feb. 21
Psalm 28

Micah 4:1-7

2 Corinthians 1:1-11

Wed., Feb. 22

Ash Wednesday

Jo=l 2:1-2, 12-17 or
I=ziah 38:1-12

Psalm 31:1-17

2 Corinthians 3:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Thurs., Feh, 23
Psalm 103:1-13, 22
Ezekisl 16:1-14
Romans 3:1-8

Fri.. Feb. 24
Psalm 103:1-13, 22
Ezekiel 16:44-52

2 Peter 1:1-11

Sat., Feb. 25
Psalm 103:1-13, 22
Ezekiel 16:53-63
Iohn 7:33—8:11

Sun., Feb. 26

First Sundsay in Lent
Gemesis 9:8-17
Psalm 23:1-10

1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

Maon., Feb. 27

Psalm 43:6-17

Hoszea 3:1-53

2 Corinthians 1:23—2:11

Tues., Feb. 28
Psalm 43:6-171
Hosea 14:1-9

2 Corinthians 11:1-15

Wed., Feh. 20
Psalm 43:6-17
Isziah 62:1-3
Jonhn 3:22-36



LENTEN SERMON SERIES AND BIBLE STUDY

As the Season of Lent approaches, Pastor John is planning an integrated series of Sermons and Bible Studies. TheeSamdon Seri
Bi bl e Study will fiogstha areefoundtheosighaut the ‘Gdspeloflohn.s Tehe Sermon Series starts on the
Family Sunday service on February"2fd continues throughout the Sundays during Lent and ends on Easter Sunday. The Bible
Study begins orMarch 1%, and continues orvery Thursday during the month of March7a0 p.m.in the Gordon Conference

Room.

Each Bible Study wil!/| focus on the Sermon Text for tha
thoughts and questions that came from the Bibliel\st

The Topics will include:

February 26 “1 Am the Bread of Li fJHin6:43151

March 4 “1 Am the Light of t heJohw&:rt12d"”

March 11 “1 Am the True Vine"” John 15: 111

March 18 “1 Am the Way, the Tr uXhnl4:14rhe Li fe”
March 25 “1 Am the Good Shepherdblnl0: 1118

Easter “l Am the Resurrecti onJolmidl727he Li f e”

We invite everyone to join the Bible Study. We require no prior knowledge of the Bible, just an open mind and lotgokquest
Then come on Sunday to see what the sermon has to say. Pastor John promises to keep names and stories confidential when
preaching!

BOOK CLUB

The Book Club will be meeting on February 13" at 7:00 p.m. at the Crane Library, downtown
Quincy, to discuss The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis. This “modern classic” is a satirical story of
a veteran demon in the service of "Our Father Below" (the Devil) whose letters to his nephew and
protégé Wormwood, instruct the demon-in-training in the fine points of leading a new Christian astray.
Lewis's take on human nature is as on-target today as it was when the letters were first published in
1941. We encourage anyone, whether you are a church member or not, to join us for an hour of
great discussion and fellowship.
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Saturday, February 11, 2@12

A Valentine Princess

At the Houghs Neck Congregational Church
310 Manet Avenue, Quincy

Two sessions 0 choose either 10:00 a.m. 0 noon
or 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

There will be
Crafts, Music, Activities, a nd Goodies
and perhaps even a visit by a special princess.

$10 per child and $5 per adult

Princess dress and accessories are optional

This is always a sell - out
Reservations are required
and can be made by

e-mail to hncc@comcast.net
or by calling Sue at 617 -479-2311.

Be sure to indicate how many adults and how many princesses will be attending and
whi ch session you prefer. |l f you | eav
please include your phone number.

This event is inten ded for princesses from pre-school through elementary age. All princesses
must be accompanied by an adult.
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IT"S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!

If you are in need of a letter for income tax information regarding your contribution to the church for
the calendar year January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2011 please contact Shirley Pearson,
Church Financial Secretary. Shirley’s address is 27 Braintree Ave., Quincy, Ma. 02169-3222 or
telephone her at 617-479-1918, and she will get the letter to you right away.

MOTHERS CLUB NEWS
Members Organized To Help Educate, Reach Out and Socialize

MOTHERS Club of the Houghs Neck Congregational Church
Tuesday, January 17, 2012
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MOTHERS Club i February 21 — CUPCAKESiT CUPCAKESi CUPCAKES

Join the Mothers Clubin Fellowship Hall on February 21 at 7:30 for a program all about cupcakes. Cupcakes have become
one of the most popular desserts in recent years with bakeries devoted exclusively to their creation and television shows
featuring these delicious delights. Learn some quick and easy techniques to make fabulous cupcakes. Best of alli you
get to sample at the end of the program. The program will be preceded by a business meeting at 7:00 conduc ted by
President Nancy Jacobs. All women of the community are welcome to attend.
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MUSIC NEWS

Come, join us! If you like to sing and you have been thinking about joining choir, now is a great time
to do so as we are just getting started on some wonderful anthems for the February-June services.
Rehearsals are fun and the ministry we do is very rewarding. You do not need to read music; all you
have to do is come, joinusaswe.. ...

Sing Praises!

Lois



COUNTING ON YOU!

December 2011 — what a great month in the life of our church! A “Green Tree” party, the
Living Nativity, Caroling, Choir Concert & Sunday School Pageant, “The Prophecy Fulfilled” sermon
series, Bell Sunday, and top that all off with Christmas falling on a Sunday! Our Christmas Eve
Candle Light service was very well attended — 81 members and guests.

Month Church Year Church Year Church Year
2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012

June 201 - Avg. =50 205-Avg. =51 248 — Avg. = 62
July 134 — Avg. = 34 126 — Avg. = 32 167 — Avg. = 33
August 173 -Avg. =35 164 — Avg. = 33 102 — Avg. = 26
September 173 - Avg. =43 164 — Avg. =41 202 — Avg. =51
October 173 - Avg. =43 249 — Avg. = 50 255 - Avg. =51
November 256 — Avg. =51 258 — Avg. = 65 211 — Avg. =53
December 137 — Avg. = 46 221 — Avg. - 55 210 — Avg. = 53

With all the demands on our time, the most important place to be on Sunday morning is in
church and Sunday School. See you in church!

HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY!! %‘\
WISH A HAPPY BIRTHDAY WITH A SMILE, A CALL OR A CARD
TO OUR FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY FOLKS:

February

Joanne Baxendale White
Carol Johnston

Christine Prendergast
Andrew J. Bassett

1 Joseph Giggey 19
3 Jennifer Cuneo 22
4 Chris Carlson

5 William Ericson

9

Joan Witham Maxwell R. Bassett

Lori Oakes Samantha L. Bassett
10 Leslie Bishop Peters 24 Peggy Hicks
16 Judy Morris 25 Crystal Bragg Gezotis Allsopp
17 Laurie Doyle 26 June Paul

Jane Johnston 29 Louise Schofield

William Curley

18 Betty Bonney Bishop

If you know of any names that should be taken off or added to the list please contact Christine Keating at
cmon1695@hotmail.com or 617-512-7177. Thanks for helping keep our records up to date.
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CHRISTMAS ISN’'T OVER - A MESSAGE
FROM STEWARDSHIP

By the time you read this, Christmas 2011 will be history. For sure, there are still a few outdoor
decorations to be seen here and there but most folks have taken things down, or in, and stowed stuff
for next year.

Christmas - ‘tis the season of giving and receiving. What have you done with the gifts you received?
Are you using/wearing/enjoying them as the individual who gave them to you intended? Or are some
in a drawer or closet, waiting to be re-gifted, because that gift just wasn’t what you wanted.

God freely and generously gives us gifts every day of our lives, and not just at Christmas, when he
gave us the greatest gift of all, his son, Jesus Christ. As Christians, so should we give freely and
generously to everyone around us — family, friends, even strangers — and we should do this year-
round and not just at Christmas. As Christians, so should we give freely and generously to our
church and we should do this every day of our lives, and not just at Christmas. Our gifts can be gifts
of time, talent or money but it is important to our faith life that we give, freely and generously, just as
God gives to us. When we do this, when we give freely and generously, truly Christmas isn’t over;
the hope and peace and joy and love of this season will always be with us.



Contact Information

FOR ALL

PASTORAL CONCERNS:
Please contact the
Reverend John Castricum
at 617-479-8778 or
pastorjohn28@gmail.com

FOR THE BULLETIN:
Please remit in writing to
church office by Thursday for
the following Sunday or
hncc@comcast.net or mail
to 310 Manet Ave Quincy,
MA 02169

FOR THE NEWSLETTER:
Please remit in writing to
Christine Keating by the 20th
of the month to appear in the
following month’s newsletter.
cmonl1695@hotmail.com
or mail to 16 Thomas St.
Quincy, MA 02169

WEEKLY SERVICE OF WORSHIP

Sundays
At 10:00 a.m.

Reverend John Castricum

There is a potluck Coffee Hour each Sunday in the Conference Room
after our service. All are welcome, please join us! We serve coffee, tea
and whatever goodies are donated. Please volunteer to make and serve

coffee and clean up!

HOUGHS NECK CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

310 MANET AVENUE
QUINCY, MA 02169
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