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Recently, I found a poem by Edgar Guest: 

 

“Human beings are the finest towards the finish of the year; 

We are almost like we should be when the Christmas season’s here. 

Then we are thinking more of others than we did the month before, 

And the laughter of the children is a joy worth waiting for. 

We are less the selfish creatures than at any other time, 

When the Christmas spirit rules us, we come close to the sublime. 

We are ever in a struggle and we are often misunderstood, 

There are days that the worst of us is the master of the good. 

But at Christmastime, kindness rules us and we put ourselves aside, 

Our petty hates are vanquished and our hearts are open wide. 

O, I don’t know how to say it, but somehow it seems to be, 

That at Christmas time…we are almost…what God meant us to be.” 

 

As we move into January, my question is, “where does it all go?”  For some people, the spirit of Christmas 
peace and Christmas generosity is boxed and put into the attic or storage area for another year. The Spirit of 
Christmas peace and generosity is confined to one or at the most twelve days a year. It is merely Christmas 
peace and merely Christmas generosity, intended only for the season, just like Christmas cards and 
Christmas carols.  

There is a story about an old man who was sitting in his house one day in January and he thought he 
head the voice of a little boy singing. The old man heard a knock on his door and he slowly got up and 
shuffled over to open that door. There was a little boy singing, Hark the Herald Angels Sing and the little boy 
sang the chorus with real gusto, Gloria. The old man was not amused and he spoke gruffly, “Sonny, don’t you 
know that Christmas was four weeks ago? Today is January 25th and Christmas has been over for a month?” 
The little boy replied in his excited voice, “Yes, but I had the measles at Christmastime and then I got the 
small pox, and I just got out of the house. I wasn’t able to do any Christmas caroling this year, so here I am.  
Hark the Herald Angels Sing. The crotchety old man grumbled and slammed the door. The old man had 
mistakenly understood that Christmas was for one day. The crotchety old man did not understand  Christmas. 

During Advent, we speak of the coming of the Christ Child into our lives.  On Christmas, we speak of 
Jesus being born anew in us.  But, like I said in my Christmas Day sermon, this child does not go away.  We 
are like parents of this child.  We cannot just walk away from him.  We must pay attention and nurture him, 
day after day.  Like the Christ Child, the season of Christmas does not go away.  God’s intentions for us to be 
generous, peaceful, loving and joyful people does not go away. 

I pray that, in some way, we can take that Christmas spirit with us into the new year, so that Christmas 
will never be a season, but a way of life. 

Blessings and peace be to you this New Year!  

          -  Pastor John 
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Sun., Jan. 1  

First Sunday after Christmas/New 
Year’s Day  

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Psalm 148 Galatians 
4:4-7  
Luke 2:22-40  
 
Mon., Jan. 2  
Psalm 148  
Proverbs 1:1-7  
James 3:13-18  
 
Tues., Jan. 3  
Psalm 110  
Proverbs 1:20-33  

James 4:1-10  
 
Wed., Jan. 4 Psalm 110  
Proverbs 3:1-12  
James 4:11-17  
 
Thurs., Jan. 5  
Psalm 110  
Proverbs 22:1-9  
Luke 6:27-31  
 

Fri., Jan. 6  
Epiphany Isaiah 60:1-6  
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Ephesians 3:1-12  
Matthew 2:1-12  
 
Sat., Jan. 7  
Psalm 110  
Exodus 1:22—2:10  
Hebrews 11:23-26  
 
Sun., Jan. 8 The Baptism of Christ  
(First Sunday after Epiphany)  

Genesis 1:1-5  
Psalm 29  
Acts 19:1-7 Mark 1:4-11  
 
Mon., Jan. 9  
Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36  
Genesis 17:1-13  
Romans 4:1-12  
 
Tues., Jan. 10  
Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36  

Exodus 30:22-38  
Acts 22:2-16  
 
 

 

 
 
Wed., Jan. 11 Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36  
Isaiah 41:14-20  
John 1:29-34  
 
Thurs., Jan. 12  
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
Judges 2:6-15  
2 Corinthians 10:1-11  
 

Fri., Jan. 13 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
Judges 2:16-23 Acts 13:16-25  
 
Sat., Jan. 14  
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
1 Samuel 2:21-25 Matthew 25:1-13  
 
Sun., Jan. 15 Second Sunday after 
the Epiphany  
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]  
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 1 Corinthians 
6:12-20 John 1:43-51  

 
Mon., Jan. 16  
Psalm 86  
1 Samuel 9:27—10:8  
2 Corinthians 6:14—7:1  

 
Tues., Jan. 17  
Psalm 86  
1 Samuel 15:10-31  
Acts 5:1-11  
 
Wed., Jan. 18 Psalm 86  
Genesis 16:1-14  

Luke 18:15-17  
 
Thurs., Jan. 19  
Psalm 62:5-12  
Jeremiah 19:1-15  
Revelation 18:11-20  
 
Fri., Jan. 20  
Psalm 62:5-12  
Jeremiah 20:7-13 2 Peter 3:1-7  
 

Sat., Jan. 21  
Psalm 62:5-12  
Jeremiah 20:14-18  
Luke 10:13-16  
 
 

Sun., Jan. 22  

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10  
Psalm 62:5-12  
1 Corinthians 7:29-31  
Mark 1:14-20  
 
Mon., Jan. 23  
Psalm 46  
Genesis 12:1-9  
1 Corinthians 7:17-24  
 

 
Tues., Jan. 24 Psalm 46  

Genesis 45:25—46:7  
Acts 5:33-42  
 
Wed., Jan. 25 Psalm 46  
Proverbs 8:1-21  
Mark 3:13-19a  
 
Thurs., Jan. 26  
Psalm 111  
Deuteronomy 3:23-29  
Romans 9:6-18  

 
Fri., Jan. 27  
Psalm 111  
Deuteronomy 12:28-32  
Revelation 2:12-17  
 
Sat., Jan. 28  
Psalm 111  
Deuteronomy 13:1-5  
Matthew 8:28—9:1  

 
Sun., Jan. 29 Fourth Sunday after 
the Epiphany  

Deuteronomy 18:15-20  
Psalm 111  
1 Corinthians 8:1-13  
Mark 1:21-28  
 
Mon., Jan. 30  
Psalm 35:1-10  
Numbers 22:1-21  
Acts 21:17-263  
 
Tues., Jan. 31  
Psalm 35:1-10  

Numbers 22:22-28  
1 Corinthians 7:32-40
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BOOK CLUB 

 

 

 

  

Discuss Mother Teresa: An Authorized Biography by Kathryn Spink.  The book covers the life 
of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the founder of the Missionaries of Charity and winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize. Yet the story is her life is much more remarkable. From her childhood in the Balkans to 
her work in India, from attending the victims of war-torn Beirut to pleading with George Bush and 
Saddam Hussein to choose peace over war, Mother Teresa was driven by a mighty faith.  She 
consistently claimed that she was simply responding to Christ’s boundless love for her and for all of 
humanity, bringing to the world a great lesson in joyful and selfless love. This book is a glimpse into 
her extraordinary faith, work, and life.  Please come join us as we discuss the life of this remarkable 
woman.

 
 

 

M OTHERS CLUB NEWS 

Members Organized To Help Educate, Reach Out and Socialize 
 

MOTHERS Club of the Houghs Neck Congregational Church 
Tuesday, January 17, 2012 

 

MOTHERS Club – January 17 – A Presentation about Chocolate by Christina Bartkus 

Join us at 7:30 for a special program with a presentation about Chocolate by Christina Bartkus, co-
owner of Pure Chocolate in Quincy.  All women of the community are welcome to attend. President 
Nancy Jacobs will conduct the regular business meeting at 7:00 prior to the program. 
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     M USIC NEWS    
 

Thanks to the generosity of many individuals, we wore our new sapphire blue choir robes on 'Joy' 
Sunday, Dec. 11, the 3rd Sunday of Advent!  What a joyful day for our group!  Unfortunately we are 
still waiting for all of our collars to arrive as a good number were backordered.  Perhaps the 
collars will be here for Christmas?   
  
The choir is grateful to Laurel Wainwright who created the CD of "Our Favorite Anthems" program in 
April, 2010.  Sales of that CD really got the robe fund off to a good start before we began requesting 
donations.  In these times when so many worthy organizations have their hands out, clamoring for 
your attention and your funds, we have been blessed by the outpouring of donations which enabled 
us to purchase these robes.  After the holidays we will schedule a time to dedicate the robes and 
acknowledge all donors.  Whether you purchased a CD or made a donation or simply wished us well 
as we worked to make our 'new look' a reality, we thank you for helping us . . . .  
 

 

Sing Praises! 

Lois 

 

scholarship NEWS 

 
Three generous gifts were made recently to The Scholarship Board For The Houghs Neck 

Congregational Church as follows: 
 

 To the Muriel Bonney Memorial Scholarship by the Junior Bonney Lassies (her Sunday  
 School Group over 50 years ago) 

 To the M. Alicia Corea Scholarship Fund by Carol Johnston (to honor Alicia Corea on her 
birthday). 

 To the General Scholarship Fund by Ada Freeman and her family in loving memory of Ralph 
Freeman. 

 
We welcome all gifts to The Scholarship Fund which provides scholarships for the young people of 
our Church.  Just call or send your gift to Susan A. Carr, Secretary of the Scholarship Board (26 
Lakeside Avenue, Quincy MA 02169  617-479-7106) or Gloria Brummitt, Assistant Secretary of the 
Board (105 Alstead St., Quincy, MA 02171  617-328-5890). 

Gloria M. Brummitt for The Scholarship Board 
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3
rd

 Annual 

 

“Chili Bowl” Chili Cook-Off  
 

Sat. January 28, 2012 
2-5 p.m. 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Please complete this form and return it to Jennifer Logue: 
 

e-mail:   jennifer.logue@comcast.net 
or mail to: Jennifer Logue, 50 Sims Rd., Quincy, MA 02170 

 
 

Category (check one):  ____  Individual       ____ Restaurant  
 
Name:  
 
Address:                                                                             City:                                State: 
 
Phone #:                                      e-mail address:  
 
Server (check one):   ______ I/we will provide a server   _____ We need a volunteer server 
 
Signature (typed is acceptable):  
 

Cook-off Information 
 
There is no fee to enter chili in the cook-off.  The only requirements are as follows: 
 
Amount of chili: We recommend participants bring/provide at least 3 gallons of chili. 
 
Equipment:  Participants should bring their own apron, serving utensil and crock pot or chafing dish. 
(Electricity will be provided for crock pots.) Servers’ hair should be pulled back and secured. Plastic gloves will 
be provided. 
 
Heating requirements: Board of Health regulations require that chili be served at a minimum of 140 degrees 
(we will check each entry’s temperature before the start of the cook-off). 
 
Set-up time: Cook-off set up is between 1:15 p.m. and 1:45 p.m. The cook-off opens to the public at 2 p.m. 
and the judging will close at 4:30 p.m. Winners will be announced at 4:45 p.m. 
 

For more information, contact Jennifer Logue at 617-429-3080 or jennifer.logue@comcast.net
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An Opportunity to Buy One of the 

Church’s New Windows 

 
The Trustees are in the process of having new windows installed in the Coffee Room and in the Choir 
Room.   These windows offer numerous benefits.  Besides being very handsome, they are energy 
efficient, easy to clean, the sashes are operable and will provide ventilation in the warmer months.  
This is the only major Capital Project being undertaken by the Trustees and the Church this year. The 
cost for each window is approximately $600 and in an effort to minimize the expenditure of precious 
endowment funds, the Trustees are making the purchase of a window available to church members 
and to friends of the church.  A $600 donation to the Church will allow someone to designate a 
window either in memory of a loved one or to honor a friend or family member.  A brass plaque will be 
prepared and placed at the inside front of the window to recognize the donor and the individual being 
honored.  

 

COUNTING ON YOU! 

 
 
  November was another busy month!  The first Sunday of the month we observed All 
Saints Day and during the service on November 20 we celebrated Thanksgiving.  November 27 was 
the 1st Sunday in Advent.   

Month Church Year 
2009-2010 

Church Year 
2010-2011 

Church Year 
2011-2012 

June 201 – Avg. = 50 205 – Avg. = 51 248 – Avg. = 62 

July 134 – Avg. = 34 126 – Avg. = 32 167 – Avg. = 33 

August 173 – Avg. = 35 164 – Avg. = 33 102 – Avg. = 26 

September 173 – Avg. = 43 164 – Avg. = 41 202 – Avg. = 51 

October 173 - Avg. = 43 249 – Avg. = 50 255 – Avg. = 51 

November 256 – Avg. = 51 258 – Avg. = 65 211 – Avg. = 53 

    
With all the demands on our time, the most important place to be on Sunday morning is in church and 
Sunday School.  See you in church!
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  HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY!!  

Wish a happy birthday with a sm ile, a call or a card 

to our JANUARY birthday folks: 

 

January  

1 Carol Hallett    12 Alex Rheault 
      15 George Townsend 
2 Alice Trubiano    Stephen Wainwright  
3   Ann Doyle    18 Dorothy Marrocco 
4 Pamela Praetsch   19  Helen Miller 

Barbara Johnson     
Mikaela Sparks   20 Robert J. Craig 
Gary Shaw    28 Richard Trubiano   

6 Christine Keating    Robert Trubiano 
8 Holly Bishop Anderson   Chad Hallett  
9 Barbara Houston   31 Jim Hobbs  
10 Miriam Coombs    Christopher Murphy 
11 Richard Shaw    
 

If you know of any names that should be taken off or added to the list please contact Christine  
   

CHURCH FAIR Raffle Prize Update 

The following businesses donated prizes to our Fair raffle. 

When you are shopping or eating out please remember them. 

    Old Colony Liquors   Roche Bros  

    Rick’s Auto Service   J.F. Auto Care 

    Building #19    Cathay Pacific 

    The Fours     Imperial Terrace 

    La Paloma     Mantis Plants and Flowers 

    Olindy’s Lanes   Suds & Duds 

    The Cake Spot   Cucina Mia 

    Gennaro’s Eatery   Bernie’s General Store 

    Fratelli’s Pastry Shop  Roxie’s of Quincy 

    Panera Bread    Harry's Pizza  

    Domino’s Pizza Quincy Av  Time Out Pizza  

    The Quincy Sun   Rogers Jewelry 

    HN Package Store   New England Comics 

     Sacred Journeys Rev Shari Johnson
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FOR ALL  
PASTORAL CONCERNS:  

Please contact the 
Reverend John Castricum 
at 617-479-8778 or  
pastorjohn28@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
FOR THE BULLETIN:  

Please remit in writing to 
church office by Thursday for  
the following Sunday or 

hncc@comcast.net or mail 

to 310 Manet Ave Quincy, 
MA  02169 
 

 
FOR THE NEWSLETTER:  

Please remit in writing to 
Christine Keating by the 20th 
of the month to appear in the 
following month’s newsletter. 

cmon1695@hotmail.com 

or mail to 16 Thomas St. 
Quincy, MA  02169 

 

Weekly service of worship 

 
Sundays 

At 10:00 a.m. 
 

Reverend John Castricum 
 

There is a potluck Coffee Hour each Sunday in the Conference Room 
after our service.  All are welcome, please join us!  We serve coffee, tea 
and whatever goodies are donated.  Please volunteer to make and serve 

coffee and clean up! 

 

  

 

  

Contact Information 

  

HOUGHS NECK CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
310 MANET AVENUE 
QUINCY, MA  02169 
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